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A	long	time	ago,	disk	storage	seemed	stuck	at	a	dollar	per	megabyte.	Now	it’s	much	less	than	a	dollar	per	gigabyte,	and	that	means	most	of	us	have	nearly–or	over–a	terabyte	of	storage.	It	sounds	wonderful,	until	you	realize	that	can	translate	to	hundreds	of	thousands,	if	not	millions,	of	files,	many	buried	deep	in	obscure	directories	where	no	sane
person	would	ever	venture.	DiskAnalyzer	Pro	will	not	necessarily	clean	up	your	disk	for	you,	but	it	will	give	you	some	powerful	tools	to	help	you	in	the	process.	The	interface	is	fairly	simple	and	easy	to	use,	despite	a	bit	of	clumsiness	to	the	documentation.	Specify	a	path	(usually	a	drive	root)	and	let	it	run.	After	a	surprisingly	small	amount	of	time,	it
comes	back	with	a	very	detailed	set	of	reports	on	your	hard	disk.	You	can	view,	sort,	slice,	and	dice	the	results	in	a	variety	of	ways,	such	as	finding	all	PDFs,	or	all	files	you	haven’t	accessed	in	the	past	two	years,	or	any	other	such	combination.	You	can	see	which	directories	are	the	most	bloated,	or	which	file	types	take	up	the	most	space.	You	can	do
searches	for	duplicate	files,	and	you	may	be	surprised	how	many	unwanted	copies	there	are	of	some	things.	DiskAnalyzer	Pro	can	delete	files,	but	you	need	to	select	them	—	for	example,	you	might	filter	a	list	down	to	“All	.xls	files	older	than	one	year”,	then	select	them	and	delete	them.	DiskAnalyzer	Pro	will	also	move	the	files	to	the	recycling	bin
instead	of	just	wiping	them,	helping	you	avoid	a	painful	“oops!”	moment.	I	did	experience	some	issues.	I	was	unable	to	delete	some	0-length	files	in	a	search.	At	times,	especially	when	building	very	long	reports,	DiskAnalyzer	Pro	appeared	to	be	non-responsive,	though	it	always	came	back	to	life	when	it	was	done.	Most	of	the	operations	have	either	no
or	very	limited	feedback	regarding	the	duration	of	the	task.	You’ll	see	either	be	a	dialog	with	no	progress	bar	or	just	a	“Wait”	cursor,	so	you	can’t	tell	if	you’ve	got	a	few	seconds	or	a	few	hours	to	go.	Generally,	I	found	DiskAnalyzer	Pro	to	be	pretty	fast,	especially	given	that	the	amount	of	junk	on	my	hard	disks	gave	other	programs	some	fits.	Last,	a
search	is	limited	to	a	single	drive	at	a	time;	you	cannot	specify	“All	local	drives”	or	“Drive	C	and	D”.	You	can,	however,	specify	a	subdirectory–just	your	Documents	folder,	for	example.	In	comparison	to	some	other	programs,	DiskAnalyzer	isn’t	as	visually	interesting	or	intuitive	as	the	venerable	SpaceMonger,	but	it	offers	more	robust	analysis	and
filtering	features.	System	Mechanic	offers	a	basic	DiskAnalyzer	as	a	subset	of	its	general	functionality,	but	it	is	slower	and	much	less	detailed.	DiskAnalyzer	Pro	can	be	useful	to	a	casual	home	or	business	user	if	they	have	a	lot	of	files,	or	if	they	want	to	make	sure	that	other	users	aren’t	storing	unwanted	data	in	an	obscure	subdirectory.	It	can	also	be
very	useful	to	an	administrator	who	wants	to	see	what’s	on	other	people’s	network	drives.	Note:	This	review	addresses	version	3.01	of	the	software.	–Ian	Harac	If	you’ve	got	more	than	one	PC,	you	know	how	frustrating	it	can	be	to	try	and	keep	their	folders	synchronized.	It’s	easy	to	overwrite	new	files	with	older	ones,	work	on	older	files	accidentally,
or	forget	to	transfer	files	from	one	PC	to	another.	GoodSync2Go	Pro	solves	the	problem	by	using	a	USB	drive	to	keep	them	in	synch.	You	install	GoodSync2Go	Pro	on	a	USB	flash	drive,	and	using	it,	synchronize	files	from	your	initial	PC	to	the	USB	drive.	Then	plug	the	flash	drive	into	your	second	PC,	run	GoodSync2Go	Pro,	and	synchronize	the	files
with	that	PC.	You	keep	using	GoodSync2Go	as	a	go-between	as	a	way	to	keep	the	folders	in	synch.	Keep	in	mind	that	before	you	have	to	first	insert	a	USB	flash	drive	into	your	PC,	and	then	install	the	GoodSync2Go	Pro	to	the	USB	drive,	not	to	your	PC.	And	you’ll	also	have	to	create	a	folder	or	folders	on	the	USB	drive	where	you	want	to	synchronize
the	files.	GoodSync2Go	Pro	is	useful,	but	there	are	better,	free	options	available	that	do	the	same	job	more	easily	if	you	have	Internet	connections	for	your	PCs.	SugarSync	Free	will	automatically	synchronize	folders	between	Internet-connected	PCs,	without	you	having	to	use	a	USB	drive–and	it	does	it	for	free.	But	if	you	don’t	have	Internet	access	all
the	time	for	both	PCs,	GoodSync2Go	Pro	will	do	the	job	nicely.	–Preston	Gralla	No	matter	how	calm	and	cool	it	may	look	on	the	outside,	your	PCs	could	be	hot	on	the	inside.	As	you	add	more	power–and	more	pieces	of	hardware–to	your	PC,	the	hotter	it	tends	to	run.	And	heat	can	cause	serious	damage	to	your	computer’s	components.	Touching	the
case	or	listening	for	fans	isn’t	the	best	way	to	judge	the	true	temperature	of	your	system;	you	need	internal	help	from	a	utility	like	SensorsView	Pro.	This	shareware	utility	monitors	the	temperature	of	some	of	your	PC’s	key	components,	including	your	CPU,	hard	drive,	northbridge,	motherboard,	and	VGA,	and	can	alert	you	when	temperatures	reach
dangerous	levels.	SensorsView	Pro	also	is	designed	to	monitor	your	system	voltages	and	fan	speeds	(if	this	functionality	is	supported	by	your	motherboard)	and	monitors	your	system’s	CPU	and	memory	usage.	All	of	the	results	are	displayed	in	easy-to-read	graphs,	and	your	CPU	temperature	also	is	shown	in	your	system	tray,	so	you	can	check	it	at	a
glance.	But	I	found	that	not	all	of	SensorsView	Pro’s	features	worked	for	me.	I	installed	the	app	on	a	Vista	laptop,	and	it	was	able	to	monitor	the	temperature	of	my	hard	drive,	but	not	my	CPU.	When	I	installed	it	on	a	Vista	desktop,	it	could	measure	both	temperatures.	On	both	of	these	computers,	though,	it	was	unable	to	monitor	my	voltage	or	fan
speeds,	saying	it	couldn’t	locate	the	necessary	sensors.	So	you	may	want	to	take	it	for	a	test	drive	before	purchasing	a	full	license.	Advanced	PC	users–especially	those	interested	in	overclocking	their	systems–will	appreciate	SensorsView	Pro.	But	it’s	not	really	designed	for	novices;	while	it	tells	you	the	status	of	your	system,	it	doesn’t	tell	you	the
causes	or	suggest	any	possible	solutions.	–Liane	Cassavoy
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